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t s .  
b y  S a r a h  H o c h s t e t l e r  a n d  D e n i s e  S t e p h e n s o n  
T h e  C o l o r f u l  W o r l d  o f  S t u d e n t /  
T e a c h e r  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  
0  
n  a  b r i g h t  m o r n i n g  i n  1 9 9 9  S a r a h  s t o p p e d  b y  D e n i s e ' s  o f f i c e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  a  n e w  
i d e a .  B o t h  o f  u s  h a d  s p e n t  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t o y s  a s  
a i d s  i n  w r i t i n g .  W e  h a d  f o r m u l a t e d  w a y s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  f a s h i o n  p a p e r s  i n t o  t a n g i b l e  
t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  u s i n g  L e g o s ,  B r i g h t  B u i l d e r s ,  Z o o b s ,  a n d  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  s e t s .  
W e  h a d  p r e s e n t e d  t h e s e  t e c h n i q u e s  a t  c o n f e r e n c e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  u s e d  t h e m  t o  e x p l o r e  
o u r  o w n  c o m p o s i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  ' T m  t h i n k i n g  o f  w r i t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  t o y s , "  S a r a h  
s a i d .  " M e  t o o , "  s a i d  D e n i s e .  " D o  y o u  w a n t  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ? "  " Y e a h ,  t h a t  s o u n d s  f u n , "  
S a r a h  r e s p o n d e d .  A n d  s o  b e g a n  a  p r o j e c t  t h a t  c o n t i n u e s  b e y o n d  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t e x t .  
W e  b e g a n  b y  b r a i n s t o r m i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s  a m o n g  t h e  t o y s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  f u n ,  a n d  w r i t i n g .  
T h e n  w e  r e a d  a b o u t  t h o s e  t o p i c s  w h i l e  a l s o  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n n e c t i o n s .  S i n c e  
D e n i s e  h a d  a c t u a l l y  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  a n  a r t i c l e ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  w e ' d  e a c h  w r i t e  a  s o l o  p i e c e  f i r s t  
a n d  t h e n  c o l l a b o r a t e  o n  a  l o n g e r ,  m o r e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a r t i c l e .  I  
D e n i s e :  N o t h i n g  i n  m y  w o r l d  i s  e v e r  b l a c k  a n d  
w h i t e .  O r  a t  l e a s t  i t  h a s n ' t  b e e n  s i n c e  I  g a v e  u p  
b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  p h o t o g r a p h y .  I n  a  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  
w o r l d ,  f a c u l t y  p u b l i s h ,  s t u d e n t s  d o n ' t .  F a c u l t y  
h a v e  t h e  d r i v e  t o  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e ;  s t u d e n t s  w o r k  
o n l y  w h e n  t h e r e ' s  a  g r a d e  i n v o l v e d .  F a c u l t y  
p r e s e n t  a t  c o n f e r e n c e s ;  s t u d e n t s  g o  t o  p u b l i c  l e c -
t u r e s  w h e n  a s s i g n e d .  F a c u l t y  t e a c h  s t u d e n t s ,  
n e v e r  t h e  o t h e r  w a y  a r o u n d .  
B u t  I  d o n ' t  l i v e  i n  a  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  w o r l d .  I  
w r i t e  w i t h  m y  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  w e  p u b l i s h  t o g e t h e r .  
I  o f f e r  t h e m  m y  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  t h e y  o f f e r  m e  
f r e s h  v i s i o n s .  I  b r i n g  t h e  f o o d ,  a n d  t h e y  b r i n g  
t h e  e n t h u s i a s m .  I n  t h i s  c o l o r f u l  w o r l d ,  f u n  a n d  
w r i t i n g  a n d  w o r k  a n d  l a u g h t e r  a l l  c o m e  t o g e t h e r .  
M o v i e  i m a g e s  r e p l a c e  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  s t i l l  p h o -
t o g r a p h y .  
S a r a h  H o c h s t e t l e r  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  
G V S U  t h i s  s p r i n g .  S h e  e a r n e d  a  
B . A .  i n  E n g l i s h  w i t h  a  m i n o r  i n  
P s y c h o l o g y .  D e n i s e  S t e p h e n s o n  
i s  c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  G V S U  
W r i t i n g  C e n t e r .  
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Sarah Hochstetler and Denise Stephenson 
Early on, Sarah sometimes had 
trouble producing much text. 
We discussed how to make this 
project fun and easy. She said 
the writing she enjoyed most 
was journaling, so I encouraged 
her to make this as much like that 
method as possible. I wanted to 
give her permission to write 
without anyone looking over 
her shoulder. 
Some weeks when we'd 
meet, I wouldn't have accom-
plished what I'd set out for 
myself. I'd meet with Sarah and 
that week she'd have exceeded 
her writing goals. We'd read 
what she'd written, and I'd get 
excited by the new ideas she'd 
come up with. Then the moment 
she left, I'd sit down at the com-
puter and write, write, write. 
Other weeks we'd switch roles. 
There was even at least one time 
when neither of us had been 
very productive apart. But when 
we got together we'd revise our 
goals so we could achieve them. 
Sarah: My favorite part of the "Wizard of Oz" 
was when color was introduced. For half an 
hour Dorothy had lived in a black and white 
world. Then suddenly she opened the door to 
a whole new world of color. Imagine what it 
would be like if writers could open a similar 
door where they would be introduced to a 
world of new and colorful ideas. 
Nobody had to push Dorothy through the 
door. But sometimes I felt like I had to be 
pushed to a greater variety of writing colors. 
My academic writing has always had one 
structure, one voice which was acceptable in 
my classes. But there's more than that to 
writing, and it took a summer of exploration 
for me to meander down the yellow brick 
road. 
As l started, I had to face my fear of the 
unknown. Just like Dorothy, I was afraid. I had 
no guidelines for what was expected, what was 
"right." It was almost as if Denise had given 
me permission to write in a different way. 
Now I could use sentence fragments for effect 
and put my thesis anywhere I pleased. I was 
given a new writing freedom. I owned it. I 
owned language and had the ability to manipu-
late it in a way that expressed me; no critical 
eyes looming over my shoulder, no red pen in 
the margin. I had been waiting for this chance, 
but now I wasn't sure what to do with my new 
writing privileges. 
One of our best writing id£ 
other in combination with l 
In our time together, we u 
Meeting to brainstorm was 
tions on paper. Each of us 
when we met. That person 1 
on. This dialog gave us th 
questions and throw out n 
dialogs became major camp, 
The first step for me in t: 
vl'lwre almost anything ~ 
Denise about my ideas. ' 
at writing were still folh 
"student" structure and 
gested I try the methods 
This slight reminder tha1 
to perform for, or a pres 
the transition easy. Sarca 
were woven between an 
ive points. I vvas able to 
new writing dimension. 
was comfortable with, 01 
ing and more confident. 
o f  t h e  " W i z a r d  o f  O z "  
o d u c e d .  F o r  h a l f  a n  
[ n  a  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  
t e  o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r  t o  
• l o r .  I m a g i n e  w h a t  i t  
: o u l d  o p e n  a  s i m i l a r  
b e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  a  
u l  i d e a s .  
D o r o t h y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
I t  l i k e  I  h a d  t o  b e  
~ty o f  w r i t i n g  c o l o r s .  
;  a l w a y s  h a d  o n e  
h  w a s  a c c e p t a b l e  i n  
t o r e  t h a n  t h a t  t o  
n m e r  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  
l  t h e  y e l l o w  b r i c k  
: a c e  m v  f e a r  o f  t h e  
t h y ,  I  w a s  a f r a i d .  I  h a d  
· a s  e x p e c t e d ,  w h a t  w a s  
i f  D e n i s e  h a d  g i v e n  
r r  a  d i f f e r e n t  w a y .  
e  f r a g m e n t s  f o r  e f f e c t  
t e r e  I  p l e a s e d .  I  w a s  
d a m .  I  o w n e d  i t .  I  
l  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  m a n i p u -
~ssed m e ;  n o  c r i t i c a l  
o u l d e r ,  n o  r e d  p e n  i n  
· a i t i n g  f o r  t h i s  c h a n c e ,  
1 a t  t o  d o  w i t h  m y  n e w  
T h e  C o l o r f u l  W o r l d  o f  S t u d e n t / T e a c h e r  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  
O n e  o f  o u r  b e s t  w r i t i n g  i d e a s  w a s  b o r n  o u t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e .  L i v i n g  h a l f  a n  h o u r  f r o m  e a c h  
o t h e r  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  b u s y  s u m m e r  s c h e d u l e s  m e a n t  w e  w e r e  l u c k y  t o  m e e t  o n c e  a  w e e k .  
I n  o u r  t i m e  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  w e r e  b u s y  w o r k i n g  t o  c o m b i n e  w r i t i n g s  a n d  d e v e l o p  o u r  p r o j e c t .  
M e e t i n g  t o  b r a i n s t o r m  w a s  a  r a r i t y .  A s  a  s o l u t i o n ,  w e  m a i n t a i n e d  s e v e r a l  o n g o i n g  c o n v e r s a -
t i o n s  o n  p a p e r .  E a c h  o f  u s  w o u l d  w r i t e  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  w h e n  a p a r t  a n d  g i v e  i t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
w h e n  w e  m e t .  T h a t  p e r s o n  w o u l d  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  n e w  w r i t i n g  b e f o r e  o u r  n e x t  m e e t i n g  a n d  s o  
o n .  T h i s  d i a l o g  g a v e  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b o u n c e  i d e a s  o f f  e a c h  o t h e r ,  p o s e  a n d  a n s w e r  
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  t h r o w  o u t  r a n d o m  c o m m e n t s .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t s  d i s c u s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
d i a l o g s  b e c a m e  m a j o r  c o m p o n e n t s  i n  o u r  a r t i c l e .  
T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  f o r  m e  i n  e x p l o r i n g  t h i s  w o r l d  
w h e r e  a l m o s t  a n y t h i n g  g o e s ,  w a s  t o  t a l k  t o  
D e n i s e  a b o u t  m y  i d e a s .  T h e  f i r s t  f e w  a t t e m p t s  
a t  w r i t i n g  w e r e  s t i l l  f o l l m Y i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  
" s t u d e n t "  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  v o i c e .  D e n i s e  s u g -
g e s t e d  I  t r y  t h e  m e t h o d s  I  u s e  w h e n  j o u r n a l i n g .  
T h i s  o , ] i g h t  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a  g r a d e  
t o  p e r f o r m  f o r ,  o r  a  p r e s s i n g  d e a d l i n e ,  m a d e  
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  e a s y .  S a r c a s m  a n d  s m a r t  r e m a r k s  
w e r e  w o v e n  b e t w e e n  a n e c d o t e s  a n d  s u p p o r t -
i w  p o i n t s .  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  m y s e l f  i n  a  
n e w  w r i t i n g  d i m e n s i o n .  1  h a d  f o u n d  a  v o i c e  I  
w a s  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h ,  o n e  t h a t  w a s  l e s s  c m 1 f i n -
i n g  a n d  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t .  
I t  w a s  o b v i o u s  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t  
t h a t  t h e  t w o  o f  u s  h a d  v e r y  d i f -
f e r e n t  w r i t i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  S a r a h  
t e n d e d  t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a n d  t h e n  w r i t e  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  
a  p r e s s i n g  d e a d l i n e .  I  r e m e m b e r  I  
d o i n g  t h a t  a s  a  s t u d e n t ,  b u t  I  5 7  
g a v e  i t  u p  l o n g  a g o .  F o r  m e ,  t h a t  
w a s  t o o  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e ,  t o o  c u t  
a n d  d r i e d .  S o  I  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  w e  
w r i t e  s o m e t h i n g  i n d i v i d u a l l y  
e a c h  t i m e  w e  w e r e  a p a r t .  W e ' d  
l e a v e  e a c h  s e s s i o n  w i t h  t a s k s :  
a d d i n g  t o  s o m e t h i n g  w e ' d  
s t a r t e d ,  d e v e l o p i n g  a  m e t a p h o r ,  
t r y i n g  a n  i d e a  f r o m  a  d i f f e r e n t  
a n g l e ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e a d i n g  
v a r i o u s  m a t e r i a l s .  M a n y  o f  t h o s e  
t e x t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e m a i n e d  i s o -
l a t e d .  I t  t o o k  w e e k s  a n d  w e e k s  
o f  w o r k  b e f o r e  w e  b e g a n  t o  f i g -
u r e  o u t  w h i c h  p i e c e s  w e r e  
w o r t h y  o f  b e i n g  s t i t c h e d  i n t o  
o u r  c o - a u t h o r e d  w h o l e .  
ss 
Sarah Hochstetler and Denise Stephenson 
Early in the composition process, we sat down with the toys in an attempt to connect our 
writing. Of the pieces we had produced, many were small sections discussing divergent is-
sues. We were frustrated with their lack of flow and uneven structure. Pens were put to rest 
and replaced with blocks. We each built what we saw as the main issue. Sarah used the kitchen 
table as a base and built upward with Legos. Soon the model had developed arms to symbolize 
the points extending from our experiences. Denise, working on the floor with flexible rods, 
developed a round design. Its interlocking structure illustrated the connections from our 
main focus to the varied ideas. The two of us came together with our separate structures and 
compared notes. Although different in size and shape, our creations shared a common focus. 
Through playing with toys, we were able to clarify the flow, physical form and direction of our 
project. 
It was difficult at times to re-
member which draft was most 
current. And even harder to 
keep track of changes we'd 
made to the same draft when 
we were physically separate. 
For Sarah, it was a new expe-
rience to have revision be a truly 
constant state. Sure, she'd re-
vised before, and as a writing 
tutor, she'd told other students 
to revise. But most assignments 
within a semester don't allow for 
very many revisions. There's just 
not time. Yet with no concrete 
deadlines and no specific form 
or length or plan, we could use 
any given word, phrase, or para-
graph in constantly changing, 
colorful ways. This approach fit 
well with my organic sense of 
writing. Perhaps I was just in-
culcating Sarah into my way of 
writing. But even if that was 
happening, she was still learn-
ing about the elasticity of the 
process, the form, the medium 
and the message. 
Denise and I already had forty-seven drafts of 
ideas, quotes, beginning paragraphs and other 
miscellaneous writings in a constant state of 
revision. Ever-efficient, I was always on my 
way to throw old writings out. "Uh, excuse 
me. You weren't going to toss that, were you?" 
Denise's voice of experience would call from 
across the room. "Of course not," I'd say, 
slinking guiltily back to the table. And why 
wouldn't I toss that forty-eighth draft? Because 
each idea had the potential to add a new color 
to our article. 
I had heard this crazy n 
in a constant state of rev 
really witnessed it until 
I believe it anyway, whe 
were graded and tucked 
I never revised anv of tr 
now, I was starting to sc 
could grow into new wr 
wouldn't be surprised if 
co-authored article was J 
yellow sticky note unde1 
"revisions" in Denise's c 
growing through revisio 
Another idea we considered 
providing a feeling of myst 
topics and bring cohesion t1 
hesitation, she smuggled to~ 
tutors were exposed to the 1 
voice did not become part of 
connections in our project. 
One of the benefits of my 
Obviously, this can be dam 
faculty/student relationship 
ing things I can't predict, sJ 
other hand, I seemed burden 
writing by instinct; I don't: 
know where we were going. 
just to trust the process. 1 
process. 
Having never participate 
vvriting, I had to exercise 
way I never had. Part of 
providing each other wit 
includes giving and recei 
criticism, sharing ideas, ( 
those ideas, and so mud 
tion-a unique student/ J 
This called for a new per 
ideas from each other. T( 
liked her opening paragr 
first. I had to give my op 
flattering when she took 
\Yere simply two writers, 
ideas and working towa1 
:  a t t e m p t  t o  c o n n e c t  o u r  
d i s c u s s i n g  d i v e r g e n t  i s -
r e .  P e n s  w e r e  p u t  t o  r e s t  
e .  S a r a h  u s e d  t h e  k i t c h e n  
~loped a r m s  t o  s y m b o l i z e  
· f l o o r  w i t h  f l e x i b l e  r o d s ,  
1 e  c o n n e c t i o n s  f r o m  o u r  
'  s e p a r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  
s h a r e d  a  c o m m o n  f o c u s .  
f o r m  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  o u r  
f o r t y - s e v e n  d r a f t s  o f  
J a r a g r a p h s  a n d  o t h e r  
a  c o n s t a n t  s t a t e  o f  
w a s  a l w a y s  o n  m y  
s  o u t .  " U h ,  e x c u s e  
,  t o s s  t h a t ,  w e r e  y o u ? "  
t e e  w o u l d  c a l l  f r o m  
r s e  n o t , "  I ' d  s a y ,  
1 e  t a b l e .  A n d  w h y  
- e i g h t h  d r a f t ?  B e c a u s e  
a l  t o  a d d  a  n e w  c o l o r  
T h e  C o l o r f u l  W o r l d  o f  S t u d e n t / T e a c h e r  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  
l  h a d  h e a r d  t h i s  c r a z y  r u m o r  t h a t  w r i t i n g  w a s  
i n  a  c o n s t a n t  s t a t e  o f  r e v i s i o n ,  b u t  h a d  n e v e r  
r e a l l y  w i t n e s s e d  i t  u n t i l  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  H o w  c o u l d  
I  b e l i e v e  i t  a n y w a y ,  w h e n  a l l  o f  m y  c l a s s  e s s a y s  
w e r e  g r a d e d  a n d  t u c k e d  a w a y  e v e r y  s e m e s t e r ?  
I  n e v e r  r e v i s e d  a n y  o f  t h o s e  o l d  p a p e r s .  B u t  
n o w ,  I  w a s  s t a r t i n g  t o  s e e  h o w  o l d  w r i t i n g  
c o u l d  g r o w  i n t o  n e w  w r i t i n g .  I n  f a c t ,  I  
w o u l d n ' t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  t h e  o p e n i n g  l i n e  o f  o u r  
c o - a u t h o r e d  a r t i c l e  w a s  f o u n d  o n  a  f o l d e d  
y e l l o w  s t i c k y  n o t e  u n d e r  t h a t  g r o w i n g  p i l e  o f  
" r e v i s i o n s "  i n  D e n i s e ' s  c o n d o .  O u r  w r i t i n g  w a s  
g r o w i n g  t h r o u g h  r e v i s i o n .  
A n o t h e r  i d e a  w e  c o n s i d e r e d  w a s  t h a t  o f  a  d e t e c t i v e  v o i c e  b e t w e e n  m a i n  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  
p r o v i d i n g  a  f e e l i n g  o f  m y s t e r y  a n d  d i s c o v e r y .  W e  u s e d  s l e u t h - l i k e  t e r m s  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  
t o p i c s  a n d  b r i n g  c o h e s i o n  t o  o u r  t w o  w r i t i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  H e r e ' s  a  b r i e f  s a m p l e :  " W i t h o u t  
h e s i t a t i o n ,  s h e  s m u g g l e d  t o y s  i n t o  h e r  u n i v e r s i t y  w r i t i n g  c e n t e r .  W i t h i n  w e e k s ,  a l l  f i f t y  o f  h e r  
t u t o r s  w e r e  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  c o n t r a b a n d :  L e g o s  a n d  B r i g h t  B u i l d e r s . "  A l t h o u g h  t h e  d e t e c t i v e  
v o i c e  d i d  n o t  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t ,  i t  h e l p e d  u s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p r o g r e s s i o n  o f  i d e a s  a n d  
c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  o u r  p r o j e c t .  
O n e  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  m y  w o r k  w i t h  S a r a h  w a s  t h a t  I  h a d  s o m e o n e  t o  t a l k  t h i n g s  o v e r  w i t h .  
O b v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  c a n  b e  d o n e  w i t h  a  m y r i a d  o f  p e o p l e .  B u t  t h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  u n i q u e  a b o u t  a  
f a c u l t y / s t u d e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  d e v e l o p s  n e w  i d e a s ,  n e w  c o n n e c t i o n s .  B e c a u s e  s h e  i s  l e a r n -
i n g  t h i n g s  I  c a n ' t  p r e d i c t ,  s h e  a s k s  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  n e w  i d e a s  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n s .  O n  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  I  s e e m e d  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  g u i d i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t .  Y e t ,  I  d e v e l o p  m y  
w r i t i n g  b y  i n s t i n c t ;  I  d o n ' t  w r i t e  o u t l i n e s .  M y  w o r l d  i s n ' t  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e .  S o  i t  w a s  h a r d  t o  
k n o w  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  g o i n g .  S o m e t i m e s  I  c o u l d n ' t  a n s w e r  S a r a h ' s  q u e s t i o n s .  I  h a d  t o  a s k  h e r  
j u s t  t o  t r u s t  t h e  p r o c e s s .  T h a t ' s  s o r t  o f  a  m a n t r a  i n  w r i t i n g ,  o r  a n y  a r t  f o r m - t r u s t  t h e  
p r o c e s s .  
H a v i n g  n e v e r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  c o - a u t h o r e d  
w r i t i n g ,  I  h a d  t o  e x e r c i s e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i n  a  
w a y  I  n e v e r  h a d .  P a r t  o f  w r i t i n g  a s  a  t e a m  i s  
p r o v i d i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h  f e e d b a c k .  T h i s  
i n c l u d e s  g i v i n g  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  
c r i t i c i s m ,  s h a r i n g  i d e a s ,  d e c i d i n g  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  
t h o s e  i d e a s ,  a n d  s o  m u c h  m o r e .  W h a t  a  s i t u a -
t i o n - a  u n i q u e  s t u d e n t /  f a c u l t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
T h i s  c a l l e d  f o r  a  n e w  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  r e c e i v i n g  
i d e a s  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r .  T o  h a v e  D e n i s e  a s k  i f  I  
l i k e d  h e r  o p e n i n g  p a r a g r a p h  w a s  u n n e r v i n g  a t  
f i r s t .  I  h a d  t o  g i v e  m y  o p i n i o n  a n d  f o u n d  i t  
f l a t t e r i n g  w h e n  s h e  t o o k  m y  a d v i c e .  S o o n ,  w e  
w e r e  s i m p l y  t w o  w r i t e r s ,  j a m m i n g  w i t h  n e w  
i d e a s  a n d  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  t h e  s a m e  g o a l .  
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Sarah Hochstetler and Denise Stephenson 
I was impressed by the energy that Sarah had 
for the project. Sometimes I'd feel like we just 
weren't making progress, and I'd be tempted to 
throw in the towel; there was no outside entity 
forcing us to keep going. I'd ask Sarah if she 
wanted to keep at it and she always said yes. 
She'd talk about how much she was enjoying 
writing like this because there were fewer con-
straints. She'd say she was learning so much. 
She'd say this was fun. And then I'd have to agree 
with her-it was fun. On the days we were sched-
uled to meet I never woke up thinking, "Oh, no. 
I don't want to do this." I woke up and said, 
"Ok, what haven't I read or written that I was 
supposed to?" 
We've had one article apiece accepted for publication. We've also completed a co-authored 
piece currently undergoing even more revision. Though Sarah is now student teaching, we 
make time every week or two to get together for a few hours to continue this work we enjoy. We 
may not have found Oz, but we have created a colorful land of student/faculty writing. 
We encourage other faculty/student writing collaborations. It yields far more than publi-
cations-it encourages new ideas; it changes drudgery into fun; it creates a rich learning 
environment. Perhaps we teach best by working side by side. ~ 
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